













































































































































































58 OUTLINE IN CIVICS

4, Nomination methods.

a. The convention system.

. Origin of.

Z. F.ssential features of.
3. Good qualities.

. Abuses and evils of.

Ja [Jr{qanntWI remedies,

b. Direct primary system.
. Ornigin of. *
2. . Kinds.
a. Closed primaries. l
D. f}ptil pTiH]HTitﬂ. 1
3. Reasons for. f
4. Procedure.
5. The primary in theory and in practice. |
6. OStrength and weakness of the primary.
/. Criticisms of.
8. Proposed remedies and reforms.
5. Party finance. )
a. Campaign contributions. 1
1. Methods of raising money. f
2. Sources of. ?
a. Individuals. )

b. Corporations.

3. Ewils in connection with raising funds. !_
4. Regulation by law. P

b. Campaign expenditures. i
1. Purposes of. I
2. Cost of election campaigns, state and national. J
3. Improper uses of money in campaigns and their evil results. |
4. Need for effective control of campaign expenditures. |
5. The problem of regulation by law.
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PART SIX
GROWTH OF THE CONSTITUTION

General Considerations

-

Attitude of constitution makers with respect to division of powers be-
tween States and Nation.

Growth of the powers of the national government since the adoption
of the Constitution.

a. Reasons for this expansion.

Present tendencies toward concentration of power in the national
government.

a. Reasons for.

b. Objections to centralization.

The advantages and disadvantages of a written constitution.

The necessity for constitutional readjustment from time to time.

Methods of bringing about Constitutional Changes

By amendment.
a. Methods of proposing amendments. (Article V of the Constitution.)

By action of Congress.

.
2. By action of the legislatures of two-thirds of the States and a
national constitutional convention. Thus far, this method has
not been used.
b. Methods of ratifying amendments,
1. By state legislatures.
2. By conventions within the States. This method not yet used
3. Congress to determine which method to be used.
c. Number and purpose of the amendments adopted.
d. Extent to which fundamental constitutional changes have been
brought about by amendment as a result of the pressure of
public opinion.

e. Is the amendment procedure undemocratic?

Should an easier method of amendment be provided?

/.

. Reasons for.

2. Reasons against.

By judicial construction.

a. Power of the Supreme Court to interpret the Constitution.

b. Need for judicial interpretation.

c. The doctrine of implied powers. (McCulloch zs Maryland.)

d. Extent to which the powers of the national government have been
expanded under this doctrine.
Examples— (1) The right of the Supreme Court to declare acts
of Congress and the State legislatures unconstitutional. (Marbury
vs Madison.)
(2) The extension of the powers of Congress under the interstate
commerce clause and the curtailment ot the powers of the States.

e. Should the Supreme Court have this great power?
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f. Benefits that have come from judicial construction of the consti-

tution.

Importance of certain great acts of Congress in the development of
the actual system of Gowvernment under the Constitution

The Judiciary Act of 1789,

The acts creating the executive departments.

The Judicial Code of 1912,

Acts creating the Interstate Commerce Commission, Federal Reserve
System, and other branches of government.

Note.— The tormal constitution cannot, of course, be changed by law
of Congress, but the actual, or working Constitution may be modified.

Extent to which custom or usage has modified the working of govern-
ment under the Constitution

Importance of custom and tradition in all governments.

Fxamples of changes brought about in this way in the United States.
a. The development and use of political parties.

b. The practical nullification of the Constitution with respect to the

electoral L'H“l‘;:_r: the t'[t'i‘llnll of the III'{_'Hii:I"H'[ ]r}.' I}HIHIIHI' VOtLE,

c. The President’'s Cabinet as a collective body.
d. The committee system 1in Congress.

e. The party caucus in Congress.

f. The rule of “Senatornial Courtesy” and the curtailment of the

President’s power of appointment,

|
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